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What is “film criticism”?

Film criticism is writing that analyzes, interprets, and evaluates motion pictures. True
film criticism is written by scholars who take an academic approach to the subject, and is
most often published in books or scholarly journals. Film criticism will sometimes
address a rather specific aspect of a film, or focus on the work of a particular director or
genre.

What are “film reviews”?

Film reviews are written for the general public and are usually less substantive and
academic than film criticism. Film reviews are often written by journalists and assess the
entertainment and cultural significance of a current motion picture. Most instructors will
prefer that you use film criticism when writing a research paper, rather than film reviews
— be sure to clarify this with your instructor.

GETTING STARTED USING THE ONLINE CATALOG - Books & More!
http://library.alamo.edu/search/X

Use the Online Catalog to find materials owned by NLC, SAC, PAC, SPC, and NWV.
You can identify e-books, physical books, periodical titles, media items, and government
documents.

By doing an ADVANCED KEYWORD search, you can specify a specific college, a
specific type of material, or a combination of criteria by using BOOLEAN connectors
AND, OR, and AND NOT.

When searching for film criticism, try entering the name of the film or director as
Subject:, for example, Subject: Hitchcock, Alfred.
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Film criticism can be tricky to find. It may be unusual to find an entire book about a
particular film. Film criticism can be hidden within other books, such as those which
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discuss History or Literature of the time period. If you are researching a work of literature
which has been made into a motion picture, try looking for a book about the work itself.

For general books about Film Criticism, try Subject: motion pictures or Subject: film
criticism. “Subject:” searches within the subject field only and helps to narrow your
search results by producing fewer matches, for example:

film criticism limited to Northeast Lakeview College — 110 results
Subject: film criticism limited to Northeast Lakeview College - 30 results

Use AND to narrow your search, for example:

Subject: film criticism AND noir — 10 results

Subject: film criticism AND femin* - 4 results (use * to indicate truncation for 1-5
characters, for example, femin* will find feminism, feminist, etc.)

Multiple words not in quotes are searched first as a phrase. Results are shown with any
phrase matches and then with the words searched individually but “ANDed” together. To
narrow your search to only a specific phrase, enclose it in quotation marks, for example:
horror films is a different search than “horror films”

RECOMMENDED BOOKS

The following books in the NLC Reference section may be particularly helpful for
background information regarding film research:

Schirmer Encyclopedia of Film: REF PN1993.45 G65 2007 (4 volumes)

The New Biographical Dictionary of Film: REF PN1998.2 .T49 2002

Cinema Studies: The Key Concepts: PN1993.45 H36 2006

A Short History of Film: PN1993.5 .A1 D53 2008

Be sure to check out other nearby titles on the shelf as well!

GETTING STARTED USING ELECTRONIC DATABASES - Articles & More!

http://www.alamo.edu/nlc/library/t Electronic%20Databases.htm

Use the databases that are most appropriate for your subject. Some databases are broad
and cross field disciplines, whereas others are more focused on a particular subject area.
Click on a particular subject to take you to the appropriate list of databases. Several
databases could be helpful for film research:

e Academic Search Complete or Academic OneFile — These two interdisciplinary
databases cover a wide range of topics, including film. They contain content from
journals such as Film & History, Film Comment, Film Criticism, Historical
Journal of Film, Radio & Television, Literature Film Quarterly, and more.

e MLA International Bibliography — This literature database also indexes some
film journals.

e JSTOR — This is another interdisciplinary database with film journal content,
especially helpful for historical film criticism.
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e Biography Resource Center - This database is helpful for obtaining biographical
information about the lives of directors, producers, authors, actors, etc.

e New York Times Historical (1851-2005) — This is a good resource for historical
film reviews. Adding the year the film was released may help to locate an original
review.

Academic Search Complete

This database defaults to the Advanced Search, which allows you to enter up to 3 pieces
of information. Use the BOOLEAN connectors AND, OR, NOT to enter a specific
search. Try searching for the name of your film plus any other pertinent information.

Mew Search | Publications | Subject Terms | Cited References | More ~

Searching: Academic Search Complete | Choose Databases »

["The Godfather' | in | Select a Field (optional) v clear  [2
|and V| |Cupp0|a, Francis Ford |in | SU Subject Terms V|
|and v| | |in | Select a Field (optional) v| Add Row

Basic Search | Advanced Search | Visual Search | b Search Historyfalerts | Preferences »

The results are usually broken down by type of material: Academic Journals, Magazines,
Newspapers, etc. on the side panel. Choose Academic Journals to view only scholarly
results.

JSTOR

This database also defaults to the Advanced Search, but is not searchable by the Subject
field. Try searching for the name of your film in the full-text field and limiting the Type
to Article.

Basic Search | Advanced Search | Article Locator

Advanced Search view Tutorial | Search Help

Indiana Jones [full-text v|[AND v|
[full-text v|[anD ~|
[Full-text v|[anD ~|
full-text v

[ search for links to articles outside of JSTOR

Search

Limit to:

Type: Article [] Rewview [] Editorial [] Pamphlet

Alternate format available upon request. Please inquire at the Reference Desk. 07/09


https://proxy.nlc.alamo.edu:4443/login?url=http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/txshracd2907?db=BioRC-1
https://proxy.nlc.alamo.edu:4443/login?url=http://proquest.umi.com/login/ipauto
https://proxy.nlc.alamo.edu:4443/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&profile=ehost&defaultdb=a9h
https://proxy.nlc.alamo.edu:4443/login?url=http://www.jstor.org/action/showAdvancedSearch

(210) 486-5388 nlc-reference@alamo.edu

You can also scroll down on the page and limit by Discipline(s) and/or Journal(s) =
Film Studies.

4 Film Studies (7 journals)

New York Times Historical (1851-2005)

Again, this database defaults to the Advanced Search. Try entering the name of your
film in quotes and limiting the Date range to the release year. You are likely to find more
film reviews here rather than film criticism, but original film reviews can often be a
helpful source.

ProQuest

Basic Advanced Publications L~ MyResearch

0 marked items

Databases selected: ProCiuest Historical Mewspapers The Mew York Times (1851 - 2008)
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FINDING FULLTEXT USING A TO Z ONLINE JOURNAL LOCATOR
If fulltext is not available for a particular article, use the A to Z Journal Locator to find

out if it is fulltext in another database.
https://proxy.nlc.alamo.edu:4443/login?url=http://atoz.ebsco.com/Search.asp?id=8525

ONLINE RESOURCES

A wealth of film-related information is available online, but be sure to evaluate the
quality of any online source before using it. Helpful websites include:

e Film Literature Index: http://webappl.dlib.indiana.edu/fli/index.jsp - Annually
indexes 150 film and television periodicals, from scholarly to popular, from 30
countries cover-to-cover and 200 other periodicals selectively for articles on film
and television. Contains approximately 700,000 citations to articles, film reviews
and book reviews published between 1976-2001.

e Internet Movie Database (IMDB) - http://www.imdb.com/ - Online resource for
information related to movies, actors, television shows, etc.

¢ Movie Review Query Engine (MRQE) - http://www.mrge.com/ - Large index of
film reviews published online
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