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Northeast Lakeview College LRC 
Resource Guide – Literary Criticism 

www.alamo.edu/nlc/library  
 

GETTING STARTED USING THE ONLINE CATALOG – Books & More! 

http://library.alamo.edu/search/X 
 

Use the Online Catalog to find materials owned by NLC, SAC, PAC, SPC, and NWV.  

You can identify e-books, physical books, periodical titles, media items, and government 

documents. 

 

By doing an ADVANCED KEYWORD search, you can specify a specific college, a 

specific type of material, or a combination of criteria by using BOOLEAN connectors 

AND, OR, and AND NOT. 

 

When doing literary criticism research, use your author’s name as your subject. 

 
 

Use Subject: to search within the subject field only. This will generally help to narrow 

your search results by producing fewer matches, for example: 

faulkner, william limited to Northeast Lakeview College – 71 results 

Subject: faulkner, william limited to Northeast Lakeview College - 50 results 

 

Use AND to narrow your search: 

Subject: faulkner, william  AND  rose 

Subject: faulkner, william  AND  criticism 

Subject: faulkner, william  AND  women 

 

Multiple words not in quotes are searched first as a phrase. Results are shown with any 

phrase matches and then with the words searched individually but “ANDed” together. To 

narrow your search to only a specific phrase, enclose it in quotation marks, for example: 

 

barn burning is a different search than “barn burning” 

http://www.alamo.edu/nlc/library
http://library.alamo.edu/search/X
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GETTING STARTED USING ELECTRONIC DATABASES – Articles & More! 
http://www.alamo.edu/nlc/library/t_Electronic%20Databases.htm 

 

Use the databases that are most appropriate for your subject.  Some databases are broad 

and cross field disciplines, whereas others are more focused on a particular subject area.  

Click on the word Literature to take you to the list of databases that are most appropriate 

for literary criticism.  

 

Literature Resource Center 

 

Use Advanced Search interfaces when they are available.  To search for a particular 

author, use the “Author-name contains” field.  Use the BOOLEAN connectors to further 

refine your search. Other limiters such as content type (Critical Essay, etc.) are also 

available. 

  

 
 

 

 

 

MLA International Bibliography 

MLA is THE index for literary topics, but keep in mind that most of it is not fulltext. See 

the section at the bottom of this guide to learn how to find out if something is fulltext in 

another database.  

 
 

http://www.alamo.edu/nlc/library/t_Electronic%20Databases.htm
http://www.alamo.edu/nlc/library/t_Electronic%20Databases.htm#lit
https://proxy.nlc.alamo.edu:4443/login?url=http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/txshracd2907?db=LitRC
https://proxy.nlc.alamo.edu:4443/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&profile=ehost&defaultdb=mzh
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Literary Reference Center 

This fulltext database combines information from major reference works, books, literary 

journals, and other sources. To search for a particular author, use the “SU Subjects” field 

not the “AU Author” field.  The Advanced Search allows you to limit by document type 

(Biographies, Literary Criticism, etc.) and many other criteria. Most of your literary 

papers will require criticisms. 

 

 
 

Literature Criticism Online 

This database includes a variety of content originally published in print format only. 

Several Gale publications are included, such as Contemporary Literary Criticism, Poetry 

Criticism, Short Story Criticism, and more. The Advanced Search tab allows you to 

connect up to three pieces of information with the Boolean operators AND, OR, and 

NOT.  Note that the default settings will search the Full Text; change this to a more 

specific setting such as Named Author or Named Work for more specific results. 

Alternatively, click on the tabs to directly Browse Authors or Browse Works. 

 

 

https://proxy.nlc.alamo.edu:4443/login?url=http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&profile=lrc
https://proxy.nlc.alamo.edu:4443/login?url=http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/txshracd2907?db=LCO
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The results retain the look of the print originals, and can be also be viewed/printed in 

PDF format. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

FINDING FULLTEXT USING A TO Z ONLINE JOURNAL LOCATOR 

 

If fulltext is not available for a particular article, use the A to Z Journal Locator to find 

out if it is fulltext in another database. 

https://proxy.nlc.alamo.edu:4443/login?url=http://atoz.ebsco.com/Search.asp?id=8525 

 

ONLINE RESOURCES 

 

A wealth of literary information is available online, but be sure to evaluate the quality of 

any online source before using it. Check out our list of helpful free websites at: 

http://www.alamo.edu/nlc/library/t_links.html#literature 

 

 

https://proxy.nlc.alamo.edu:4443/login?url=http://atoz.ebsco.com/Search.asp?id=8525
http://www.alamo.edu/nlc/library/t_links.html#literature

