
 

 

APA: In-text Citation 
APA in-text citation is used to: 

● Support your claims in a standard and uniform way. 
● Strengthen your argument with facts, statistics, and other ideas. 
● Add credibility to your work by properly attributing ownership to any source material used. 

APA in-text citation is done in three ways: 

● Direct quotes 
● Paraphrase 
● Block quoting  

There are three basic parts of the in-text citation:  

● Author (year of publication) 
● Direct quote, Paraphrase, or Block quote 
● Parenthetical citation 

 
- Example of direct quote: 

 

According to Joel Christenson’s work, Homer: a Beginner’s Guide (2013),  
“Contrary to modern assumptions, Homer is not the beginning of the classical world” (p. 4). 

 

 

- Example of a paraphrase:  

 

Tolstoy’s novella, The Death of Ivan Ilyich (1886), teaches us that the dread of 
isolation is not merely caused by someone being alone. Rather, isolation’s dread exists due to 
the condition of one’s choice to be alone within a highly populated city full of close friends, 
family and loved ones.  

 
- Example of a block quote: 

 

Martha Nussbaum’s article “Objectification” (1995) points to an interesting misconception in 
parent – child relationships: 

The treatment of young children by their parents almost always involves a denial of 
autonomy; it involves some aspects of ownership, though not all. On the other hand, 
in almost all times and places it has been thought bad for parents to treat their 
children as lacking in bodily integrity – battery and abuse, though common, are 
more or less universally deplored. (p. 262) 
 
 
 

San Antonio College Writing Center | Gonzales Hall 203 | 210-486-1433 Edited 08/21/2020 



 

Block quotes are four lines of prose and three lines of verse with no quotation marks and punctuation 
is after the  text. 
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